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Olympiad              photo by Kevin Glaes

This past October/November was one of the best Fall seasons I have experienced in the rose garden. Lots of blooms with good quality were found throughout the garden. Good rainfall, mild temperatures and feeding through mid-September all contributed. The season came to an end with a good freeze the week before Thanksgiving. The picture of Olympiad above captures that day pretty well. 
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Three weeks later, enough hard freezes had come that I could mound up the tender roses (the Teas, Chinas, Hybrid Teas and Floribundas.).

So, looking back, was it a good year? Yes, I certainly think so. My only struggle was with spider mites. A dry hot May brought them on earlier than expected so it took me about a month to get them under control. In fact, the year was so good I am reinvigorated to get back out in the garden again. But it is only January, so I will have to keep busy indoors for a while yet. 

Normally, I don’t start getting the “itch” to be in the garden until late February.  So it comes earlier than normal this year.  Why? I think in large part because of the good year and the great Fall. Success brings the desire for more success. 

What are my plans for this year?  A feeding program heavy on organics – it worked last year so I will continue with it this year. Water as often as necessary – this includes the extra water I apply after feeding each bush a gallon of fish emulsion solution even if we had a good rain during the week.  Concentrate on good varieties. I pulled out about thirty bushes this fall that either had a tendency to blackspot or were stingy with their bloom.
I hope you are able to look at last year’s successes and build on them this year.  The first step is to get reinvigorated for the coming season.  The Penn-Jersey Winter Rose Getaway is a perfect event for this. The program lineup should give you some great ideas for new things to do in your garden. Being surrounded by enthusiastic rosarians for several days will also get the juices flowing.  Being able to exchange ideas and ask questions of these people is worth the effort to get there.  Oh, yeah – they are also fun to be around. See you there.  

Kevin

From the District Director’s Desk
It seems we don’t have a sensible winter in southeastern Pennsylvania anymore.  It’s nearly 70 degrees here, my roses are budding, (soon to zapped by a cold spell I am sure), and my dog tracks in enough mud to build another raised rose bed.  

Those of you who are ARS Members will receive a ballot to vote on the proposed amendments to the Penn Jersey District By-laws as discussed in detail in the last RoseVine.  Please fill out your ballot and return promptly.  If anyone does NOT receive a ballot, contact Gus Banks jrsyrose@verizon.net, or 609 267-3809.
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Next event in Penn Jersey is the Winter Rose Getaway over President’s weekend in February.  Information on the programs and registration is included in this RoseVine.   Hope to see you there.  Gus put together an entertaining series of programs and Pat Bilson has organized an Arranger’s Challenge.  Come and join the fun!

The American Rose Society, like most other national horticulture organizations, is going through a period of change.  For decades the ARS has met at two large, well attended, national conventions each year.  More recently, a national “All Mini” Convention joined the list of events.  These conventions typically last four to six days (two or three in the case of the mini), include a large national rose show, many excellent presentations and seminars, tours to local points of interest and gardens, the ARS Board Meeting, national committee meetings, awards ceremonies and other social events.  The national conventions move about the country, hosted by local societies, to give members in different areas the opportunity to attend. 

For many years the conventions were money makers both for the hosts and the ARS.  Recently attendance at the national conventions has decreased significantly, and host societies have been reluctant to come forth.  The Board of Directors is currently considering the issue because no site has been chosen for the Fall 2008 Convention.  One of the ideas being discussed is cutting back to one national convention per year and arranging a separate meeting for the Board of Directors.  (No changes to the mini national are presently under discussion.)  Many of the major national exhibitors do not support the idea of eliminating – permanently or temporarily – one of the national events.  At present there are two separate sets of trophies and awards for the Spring and Fall national conventions. 

If you have ideas or comments on this issue, please pass them on to me or Bruce Monroe.


Elaine

Arrangement by Theodora Saidman

Photo by Tom Mayhew

Winter Rose Getaway Weekend

Our 2008 Winter Rose Getaway Weekend will meet on February 15, 16 and 17 at the Eden Resort Inn in Lancaster.  The room rates will be $94.95. Please make your reservation before January 15th.

We have an exciting set of programs for this year. The first program will be on organic fertilizer. The next program will be on ‘Landscaping with Roses’ by Mike Mitchell. Then there will be an arrangement workshop by Pat Bilson. 

At the Rose-Getaway Weekend, we are going to do something different.  We are having a hands on workshop (viewers welcome).  The committee will provide a container, plant material, roses and a few other flowers.  Please bring your clippers, some newspaper for the tables, and possibly a kinzen.  Soaked Oasis will be available.  

There will be a short demonstration of simple techniques to give your design a more modern feeling and then, using the materials provided, you will create a design.  The designs will be evaluated and used for the dinner table arrangements.  At the end of dinner, you can reclaim your design and take it home – container and all.

Please indicate on the registration form if you will be participating, so that the proper amount of materials will be available.  

After a lunch break there will be two more landscaping programs. The Painted Garden will have a program on garden structures. Then Mike Tuszynski, who runs the rose garden at the Morris Arboretum, will talk on companion plantings with roses.  

Then we will have the results of our photo contest. Get your pictures in by the 15th to Bruce Monroe. 

The evening will end with our banquet speaker, Aurelia C. Scott, author of Otherwise Normal People.  She credits her love of plants to the remembered scent of her mother’s peonies and roses, and the flavor of her father’s home-grown peas.  She has gardened in Massachusetts, Washington, D.C., California, and New Mexico.  She now lives in Portland, Maine with her husband and four bypass pruners.  A Cooperative Extension Master Gardener and Contributing Editor to AudioFile Magazine, her essays and articles appear in a number of publications, including the New York Times, Fine Gardening, Cottage Living, and Garden Design.

The evening will end in the hospitality room. This year we will have a change in the hospitality room. Mary and Bill Slade have volunteered to host the hospitality room. They did a great job of that at the Harrisburg District Convention so we can look forward to the hospitality room being open more during the day. This will give us more time for casual meetings and visiting outside of the program room. 
On Sunday we will have our business meeting followed by a program on new roses by Frank Benardella.
Mark your calendars now and plan on attending. Better bring someone new from your society. Remember attendance at the Winter Rose Getaway Weekend also bring you a year’s subscription to the Rose Vine.  

Gus Banks
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Hop on! We’re headed to the Winter Getaway!

WINTER ROSE GETAWAY WEEKEND REGISTRATION:
Reserve rooms directly with Eden Resort Inn, 222 Eden Road, Lancaster, PA 17601.

Phone 717-569-6444. Rates are $94.95/room/night (up to four people per room).

Mention the PA/NJ District America Rose Society meeting to get the special room rates.

Reserve rooms by Jan 15, 2008!!!
Registration – Winter Rose Getaway Weekend on Feb 15– 17, 2008

Name(s): ______________________________________Phone:_________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________State__________ZIP______________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________

Registration 

 

$  5.00 each


$_________

Arrangement workshop                       $   5.00  each                 
$_________

Dinner   
Top Sirloin   
           $29.00 each


$_________

(Saturday)          


      Stuffed Chicken Breast       $27.00 each


$_________

                      Total Amount Enclosed            


$_________

Make check payable to Penn-Jersey District and mail to Pat Bilson, 127 Gable Road, 

Paoli, PA 19301
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One more bridge to cross and we’ll be in Lancaster!
Traditional vs. Modern Designs
by Pat Bilson

photos by Tom Mayhew
Most people are familiar with traditional designs.  They are the types of arrangements we usually have in our homes, see in church, or at weddings.  They have been around since Europeans’ have been putting flowers in vases.  

They usually have a geometric shape, like a circle, oval, or crescent.  They are in containers that reflect a time and place in history.  They have flowers placed in those containers so that they radiate from a center point at or near the edge of the container.
Traditional designs can be line, line-mass or mass designs.  Line designs have plant material that pulls you eye along a line with a few flowers that enforce that line.  Line-mass designs still have plant material that pulls your eye along a line but more flowers that enforce that line.  Mass design has lots of flowers arranged in a geometric pattern and the line is not evident. 
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Traditional mass arrangement by Elaine Adler
Roses with their variety of sizes, shapes and colors work well in both traditional and modern designs.  

Other plant material blends well with roses and can be use to fill in gaps in designs and add differences in texture, and forms.  

Modern design differs from traditional in the container and that man made material can be used in the designs. Line - in modern- can be of any material, and can also be dried plant material that has been painted.  Most modern designs are line or line mass as they have space that is created by the lines.  This created space adds interest.  Space and the different looking containers are two major differences between modern and traditional designs.

Modern arrangement by Pat Bilson

You can make modern mass designs, but it is hard as there is very little created space in mass design, and just a modern container is not enough to make a design “modern”.   Unusual combinations of colors and forms can make a modern design, but it easily can drift into a “modern mess”.  

Whether a design is traditional or modern, in rose designs; roses MUST be the dominant plant material.  They can be dominant by color or amount, but must be the first thing that you see when you look at the design.  

Line material from man made materials or dried painted plant material is a charastic of modern design.  Line material from natural plant material is charastic of traditional design.  In traditional design, natural plant material can be clipped to enhance the line but not so changed as to make it weird.
Over winter look in your storage space and see what containers you have.  If they are really different,  they would work well for modern.  If they look comfortable, if you might have seen them in your Mother’s house, they would work for traditional.  


Continued on next page
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Modern arrangement by Judy Yingling

Look at some of the trees or shrubs in your yard.  If they have graceful curves or interesting lines, cut a few and place them in that container you found.  
See if in the placing them, you can make a line, either curved or angled.  Holding them in place can be with floral foam from the craft store, even sand or glass nuggets.  Once in place, add a few flowers from the grocery store.  Place the flowers so that they follow the line.  Keep practicing so it becomes easier.  You will enjoy the fresh flowers in your home and be ready to make a pretty rose arrangement when the spring bloom bursts.  You might even think about putting one in your local show.
There are lots of good books about flower arranging and one of the best is “The Complete Flower Arranger” by Asher.  This book is out of print but people have found it in the local library or for sale used on the internet.  It is an easy to read book with lots of pictures.  

Penn-Jersey and some local rose societies have seminars and workshops.  Check out the arrangements at the local shows.  All are good places to learn.  As a friend told me – just do it – just try – practice makes it easier.

Roses are so beautiful.  Arrangements are just another way of sharing them.


Unorthodox Rose Sucker Removal

by Rich Baer

Ed note: This article is reprinted from the American Rose Rambler, Peter Schneider editor via Rose Chatter, the newsletter of the Portland (Oregon) Rose Society, Charold and Rich Baer, editors, via the Rose Herald, newsletter of the Tri-City (Washington State) Rose Society, Norma Boswell, editor.
A year or so ago, I was reading an article about rose care and came across some information that went totally against everything I had ever experienced in my garden. If I had believed what I had read, I would have gladly passed it along, but I dismissed it. Then this summer I ran into a situation where trying out this technique became a possibility, and the likelihood that I would kill the plant was irrelevant.

One of the first roses that I planted in my garden over 25 years ago was a 'Pristine.' It has grown beside the first rose I planted, a 'Peace' rose, all those years. The two of them have grown into very large bushes, probably the largest two hybrid teas in the garden. As they have aged, the crowns have spread out and become gnarly, as old roses are likely to do.

About ten years ago, from out of the gnarly mass at the base of the 'Pristine' rootstock (suckers) started to grow.

Twenty-five years ago, one of the roses used for rootstock was R. manettii. [Ed. Note: Until recently, R. manettii was still used by Wayside Gardens. It remains a popular understock in France and other Mediterranean rose production areas.] R. manettii has very long, limber canes and small, semi-double light pink roses produced in small clusters. Because I was interested in having pictures of the different types of rootstock, I let the R. manettii grow instead of removing it. Since R. manettii is a one-time bloomer, I had to let the rootstock grow until the second year before it would bloom. It bloomed the second year, at which time it was about six feet tall. I got my pictures, and then I tried to remove it from the 'Pristine.' As I have said, the crown of the 'Pristine' was gnarly, and the R. manettii was growing from inside the gnarl, so I was not able to get to the place from which it had originated.


Continued on next page

Every year after that, the R. manetti sent up more suckers that needed to be removed back to the crown, but there was no getting rid of it. Rootstock suckers will not kill the budded plant, but they are quite vigorous and can quickly become bigger in overall size than the original plant, so they need to be removed.

However, when you prune a stem of rootstock, it has the same effect as that of pruning any stem. Several new laterals quickly grow out from below the cut, so you have more stems of rootstock every time you cut them off. Nothing bad will happen if you prune the suckers back to the ground every three or four weeks, but you better not miss a pruning or they will get large very quickly, and they eventually become a pain to deal with.

Last year I quit pruning R. manettii, or I got lazy. After all, the rootstock was at the center of the bush and that is not a place I like to work. The R. manetti quickly established itself in the center of the 'Pristine.' By the end of the summer it had produced a bus about six feet tall and about four feet wide.

The one thing that I can say for 'Pristine' is that it is vigorous enough to keep up with the rapid growth of R. manettii. 

This spring I decided to try to get rid of the R. manettii again. I have a large garden cart, and I removed almost two carts full of R. manettii by the time I was through clearing all thirty or so shoots out of the base of 'Pristine.' When the R. manettii was gone, I had a 'Pristine' with no leaves for the first six feet and that then looked pretty normal above that.

In a couple of weeks the R. manettii was sprouting out all over again. Then I remembered what I had read and gave it a try. When the little R. manettii shoots (suckers) had grown to about six inches tall and had a number of leaves on each sprout, I sprayed them with Roundup. That was the suggestion that I had read and did not believe.

Since Roundup enters the vascular system of the plant and moves down to the roots, I was sure that spraying the rootstock would allow the Roundup to move down to the roots of the 'Pristine' and kill it as well.

The first set of sucker shoots died from this treatment, but new shoots quickly emerged from the crown of the 'Pristine' and replaced them. I was all in at this point, so I applied Roundup to them also. In a couple of weeks, these shoots had died and still more were coming up from the rowen of the 'Pristine." A third and fourth treatment of Roundup was applied to these new shoots. Finally, by the beginning of September, there were no more rootstock suckers coming up in the middle of the 'Pristine' bush.

Through it all, the 'Pristine' kept sending out new growth and beautiful flowers and showed absolutely no effects of having a part of it treated with Roundup. In September the 'Pristine' finally began to look good as a bush as well. It sent out new growth from low down on the stems. It no longer has foliage only above the six foot mark.

OK, I heard it and did not believe it. Now you have heard it, and I certainly would not blame you if you did not believe it. But it does look like suckers can be successfully killed with Roundup without killing the mother plant. In my treatments I used a product called Spot Shot Roundup. It is packaged in a pressurized can, and the product comes out in a foam, which allows you to direct it exactly where you want it to go. I am sure that any type of Roundup would work as well.

I will obviously continue to monitor the bush for any Roundup type damage and for the production of new R. manettii suckers. At least for now, three months after the first Roundup application, I can give a thumbs-up for this method of getting rid of those unwanted rootstock shoots.

The treatment I would use is to cut off the rootstock about 2–4 inches above the ground and wait for it to send out new growth. When that new growth reaches 4–6 inches, spray it thoroughly with the Roundup, being very careful to keep it off any parts of the bush you are not trying to kill. Watch the suckers die back, and if new ones appear, treat them with the Roundup. It really seems to work, and with no residual damage to the rose.

Peter Schneider’s Note: We've used Roundup to eliminate suckers from grafted oak and beech trees, and it works with no ill effects whatsoever on those woody plants, although repeated applications are necessary. We hope we don't find any out-of-control understocks in our rose garden, but if we do we will certainly consider this method to control them.
How to grow big beautiful roses on large healthy bushes

By Brother John Karl
Taken from the March 2007 edition of The Rose, the newsletter of the Philadelphia Rose Society, Bill Kozemchak, editor. Photo by Bill is of Tom Mayhew in Brother John Karl’s rose forest. Here is Bill’s introduction to the article: Last fall members of the Philadelphia Rose Society went to Saint Gabriel’s Hall where Brother John Karl maintained a beautiful rose garden. Because of health problems, he requested we remove the roses and find them new homes while they were still in good condition. The rose bushes we found were absolutely incredible! Miniatures that were 4-5 feet tall and 3-4 feet wide, and hybrid teas 6-8 feet tall and 6-7 feet wide greeted us at this magnificent garden of 75 or so roses. Our first thought was, how are we going to dig these roses out without backhoe? After digging out some of the miniatures and seeing how incredible and loose the soil was, the task didn’t seem so daunting. We wondered how these roses were going to adjust to the soils in yards after being blessed with the wonderful soil at Saint Gabriel’s. Pat Bilson wished she could take a truck load of the soil home with her. Tom Mayhew and Pat discussed asking Brother John Karl to speak at a meeting or write an article on he established such a fine garden. He has blessed us with his “secrets” of great rose growing. These secrets are basics we talk about, but don’t always do ourselves; planting in a very large hole with great amended soil, religiously watering, feeding, and spraying, and selecting good roses to start with. We thank Brother John for sharing this information with us. If you follow the steps he lays out for us, and do them consistently, you will have roses as big and beautiful as he did. Brother John is still gardening as he also has a very large daylily collection, which I imagine is almost as beautiful as the rose garden was.
Tom Mayhew recently requested that I write something on my fifteen years of trying to establish and to care for the Saint Gabriel's Hall Rose Garden.  I am extremely grateful for what you and the Philadelphia Rose Society have meant to me. I am not a professional gardener but I have learned a few things over the years.

When I first joined the Philadelphia Rose Society fifteen years ago, I had little knowledge but great love for the rose. My garden soil was almost all clay. I was so happy to read that at one of my first PRS meetings an “expert” would talk about the type of soil roses love. At this meeting, the presenter volunteered to measure the ph level for anyone who had brought a sample of soil with them. I was a little shy in presenting my soil but I was determined to learn. My clay soil was so bad that it did not indicate any ph change. The speaker told me kindly to “mix in a little compost.”
I usually liked to go to an extreme for my roses so that little added compost meant that I started to dig a hole at least two feet wide and deep enough to literally get down in. After digging this big hole, I climbed out and started to add some goodies. First, a wheel barrel of composted leaves, at least 40 pounds of sand, a cup of Espoma bone meal, and a cup of Espoma Rose Tone all mixed together real good. If I had any other type of compost, that went into the mix also. I filled the hole with water and hoped that the water would drain. Yes it did. Now I was ready to plant. Please note here that if you have five of the same roses e.g. Louise Estes, you can easily have five different levels of quality. Every rose is different.  I bought many excellent roses from Edmunds and Bridges. If I purchased a Rose at Wal-Mart, I made sure to take the time to look at every rose they had.  I selected their best rose after careful observation.  If you can pick the rose, take the time to select the best one possible. If you order by mail, be sure to buy from a good source. I regret that I never bought a rose from the West Jersey Rose Society. If I would be starting today, West Jersey would definitely have a big customer. 

I planted the best rose possible about an inch or so below the soil level. If you are a member of the American Rose Society, I highly recommend “The Handbook for Selecting Roses”, an inexpensive booklet containing rose evaluations made by experienced rose growers. Pay particular attention to the evaluators that live close to home. This booklet is advertised in the ARS magazine, “American Rose”.  

Rambling on, I started with six roses and a lot of exercise digging the six holes. After planting, it was time to establish a fertilizing schedule. After pruning the roses when the forsythia bloomed, I started to feed my roses. My feeding schedule was repeated when I fed the roses. I used lots of food and a varied menu. My first scheduled feeding was late March to early April in Audubon, Pa. Each plant received one cup of Espoma Rose Tone, one cup of Milorganite, one cup of Espoma Bone Meal, and one cup of Espoma green sand. At the same time, I used one bucket of alfalfa tea per rose.  I had four 32 gallons trash cans filled with at least thirteen cups of pure alfalfa, a quarter cup of iron, a cup of Miracle Grow, and a cup of liquid fish. Stirring this mixture daily for a week, the fragrance told me it was time to use this brew.
The second feeding one month later was the same as the first except I substituted Espoma Cotton Meal for the Milorganite.  The third and the fourth feeding were light summer meals, only Espoma Rose Tone and chicken manure.  The last feeding in August was like the first with a half cup of Milorganite and a half cup of Cotton Seed Meal substituting for the full cup of Milorganite.  I occasionally used Chesapeake Blue- a product made of crushed crab shell.  This can be found in Baltimore but may not be found in Philadelphia. My roses, like their care giver, seemed to love beer (Milorganite) and crabs (Chesapeake Blue).  Well fed, the roses needed water to wash the food down.  I used a hose and watered each bush for three minutes once a week usually on Saturdays.

Sunday mornings were for spraying fungicide and, when needed, insecticides. A Black and Decker power sprayer was used.  In the sprayer, I alternated Banner Max and Protect with Cleary's and Protect every two weeks.  Orthene was used as needed to take care of bugs.  Spider mites and aphids were never a big problem as the roses received a good amount of water. 

Saint Gabriel’s Hall is blessed with many trees. Our tree service company was always careful in providing wonderful wood chips for mulch. This same mulch was a real blessing when it came time to winterize during the week between Christmas and New Years. Mulch played an extremely important role of maintaining moisture at the roots in the summer and helping to keep the ground frozen around the roots in the winter. I also pruned extra tall roses in late November to my waist level to prevent cane whipping (I hate violence). Also in October I measured the ph at several different locations in the rose garden.  If necessary, I would use lime.  With ample compost/mulch, I rarely had to use any lime.

My roses also enjoyed a full day of sun, the more sun the better. The garden was bothered with two pests, rose midge and beetles. Rose midge was taken care of by a Bayer product listed for use on Rose Midge. I used the Bayer product after pruning in April and again in August.  Beetles were picked off the roses and drowned in a container filled with water. Given the above treatment, roses were plentiful and beautiful.

Both my father and mother loved roses. My father died in 2000 and my mother is still alive at 94.  What a joy to bring various roses in full buckets when I visited home.  One of my favorite memories was providing rose petals at my niece's wedding.  At the wedding reception, a gentleman commented "look at all those dyed rose petals."  He was surprised to find out that the roses were not dyed at all. God made such beauty when he created the rose.

I exhibited for a few years. I was so happy when my roses were selected as some of the finest at the Delaware, Del-Chester, and Philadelphia Rose Shows. My roses won several blue ribbons and even Grandiflora Sweepstakes at Longwood Gardens.  Still the pleasure of seeing the roses every day and nurturing them will always be pleasant memories. I worked hard but the beautiful roses more than made up for that work.

Now that my health will no longer allow me to take care of them properly, I will miss the roses, the wonderful rose societies and the people who give so much of themselves in these organizations. What was once a young man with pure clay soil has become an older man with many memories of a beautiful flower and the people who love them.
Consulting Rosarian School

The West Jersey Rose Society will host a Consulting Rosarian School on March 15, 2008 at the United Way of Burlington County 595 Beverly Rancocas Rd Westampton, NJ. However, for the address to work on Mapquest they use: Rancocas, NJ 08073.
The school will start at 9 am and run until 5 pm, lunch will be included. There is a $15 fee to cover expenses. 

 The school will serve to requalify any current CRs. Any one interested in becoming a Consulting Rosarian must attend the school and complete the open book test. There is an additional ARS $10 fee for individuals taking the CR test.  The school is open to anyone who wants to increase their rose growing knowledge. You do not have to be a CR or take the test to become one to attend. 

To become an ARS Consulting Rosarian you must:

1. Be an ARS member for three consecutive years.

2. Be an active member of a local society.

3. Must have grown various types of roses for five years and be knowledgeable in rose culture.

4. Must provide three letters of recommendation from CRs.

5. Must participate yearly in Roses in Review.

6. Must exhibit a continuing willingness to share knowledge and an enthusiasm for the rose and the American Rose Society.

Anyone attending the school must have a copy of the CR Manual. Manuals will not be available for purchase at the school. They must be purchased directly from the ARS. Allow at least ten days for shipping when you order the manuals. 

Anyone interested in attending the school or becoming a Consulting Rosarian please contact Gus Banks to discuss the required paperwork for becoming a CR  609-267-3809  jrsyrose@verizon.net. Please contact Denise Shaughnessy, 156 North Hill Dr., Westampton, NJ 08060 609-835-4014 denise4014@aol.com with any questions on registration.
CONSULTING ROSARIAN SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration – CR School on March 15, 2008

Name: ______________________________________Phone:_________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________State__________ZIP______________

e-mail: _______________________________________________________________________

Registration              $15.00




$_________

CR Test                   $10.00




$_________

(Candidates only)            

                      Total Amount Enclosed


$_________

Make check payable to West Jersey Rose Society and mail to Denise Shaughnessy, 156 North Hill Dr., Westampton, NJ 08060

NOTE: Individuals attending the school must have a copy of the CR Manual. Manuals will not be available for purchase at the school. They must be purchased directly from the ARS.

Sis, Boom, Bah! Trim That Petal!

by Kevin Glaes
We all want to have more exhibitors, larger crowds at our shows. I think I have an idea that could do just that. Bring the competition into the 21st century! If you watch ESPN or some of the other cable channels, it is amazing what they broadcast under the guise of competition. So here is my proposal. First, we need to set up small sets of bleachers around the show area. These don't have to be large, maybe 4 or 5 risers high and 20 feet or so long. Seating in this mini-stadium will be on a first-come, first-served basis (or maybe make a little money selling reserved seating?) Prep and initial judging will be the same as usual, but the judges will stop after they have awarded all ribbons.

The crowd in the bleachers will determine the courts and "best of" for each class. An official (in zebra stripes—we'll call him/her "the ref") will proceed to each class and hold up the blue ribbon winners in the class, one at a time. The audience will determine the winner—most raucous applause wins. The entry tags will be opened so that everyone knows whose rose is being presented. Exhibitors can "pack" the audience with friends and relatives all they want. In fact, exhibitors could curry favor with the audience by setting up "tailgating" parties out in the parking lot prior to the judging and filling up their fans with cheesesteaks and beer or whatever the exhibitor feels will sway them.

Cheerleaders? Yes, we will have cheerleaders. This is a family oriented publication, so we will stop there. As we make more money on this, we will be able to afford mini-cams and widescreen TVs mounted around the show area. The camera guy will follow the ref around and provide the audience with close-up views of the specimen they are voting on. As the popularity of these shows grows, we will probably want to open up the bleachers as the judging starts. The audience should be allowed to verbally abuse the judges as they make their rounds, adding a gala atmosphere to the event. Judges will have to get 

thick-skinned fast, but since this is a competition, shouldn't we make it like the more popular competitions like the NFL or NASCAR? I can't wait for the Philadelphia show—those people down there are crazy. Remember, they booed Santa Claus!

The Artistic Section will need some modernization, too. I think that animals and music should be allowed. My dream arrangement would be a nice traditional design accompanied by a chimp sitting on a stool holding a little American flag. When the judges come up to the design, the chimp pushes the start button on a cassette player loaded with John Phillip Sousa marches, jumps up and starts waving the flag. The crowd will love it!

It won't be long before ESPN catches wind of this and comes with an offer to televise it. Like I said earlier, look at some of the stuff on TV right now—some TV exec has to think a “Rose Derby” would be better. Soon all America will be getting up on Saturday morning and looking forward to going to the mall to yell and scream for their favorite exhibitors and get on TV. Wait! I hear the phone ringing. Maybe it’s ESPN! Gotta go.
The Rose Vine
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